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■■M THV ( LAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1,14. and 23 as follows: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A Holder for assist in holding a paint 

container, comprising: 

^^^^^^^^^^^ 

axis; and t 
aEB ^ K U i n=r^ 1 „ B .w a ,.w i U,,f.n i . e ndcon,« K d 10 » i ds.»ve, S a.d 


steh »d 1 eo f ^P» i nuo^,w^b y d K ^U^^^.«d ft es le ev. 

reives *. of h»d ,„ .How a w*. o, *e — • ». — » ■ 

remainder of 0* tod supporting ...bonomof rhe paint »n«Uner. 


2. (CANCELED) 

3. (ORIGINAL) A holder as se. forth in claim I wherein said sioeve is 

generally tubular in shape. 

^ORIGINAL) Aholde^setforthinclaimLwhereinsaidslceveextend, 
longitudinally to form a hollow interior. 
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thumb of AO hand to extend into said hollow iotenor. 


least one open end adapwd to allow the 
6. (CANCEI-HD) 


ofanexible material. 

g. (CANCELED) 
9. (CANCET'BD) 

,„. (ORIGiNAL) AW- — ** *— ' 

general "IT shape. 

.MORTAL) .Ho^—^^Uim.w^^^-. s 
made of a spring material. 

12. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) Ah-* — ***— ' " 
« end and *ond end fon» . hollow i«.erio, — 

. 13 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) Ab-*r — > 
second end is movable relative 10 Mid tirsl end. 
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14. (CURRENTLY 


AMENDED) A holder for assisting in holding a paint 


container, comprising; 


a cylindrical sleeve e: 


end adapted to receive a Lhumb 


sending longitudinally to form a hollow interior with at least 
of a hand, said sleeve being unitaiy circumferentially; 


one open ei 

! 

and ■ 1 

^ ^ . - a— • * -* of. «. ^- — - 

• thumb of the hand to allow a weight 

retainer is attached ,o the handle and the sleeve rece.ves the thumb of the 

- , A he transferred to a remainder of the hand supporting a bottom of the 
of the paint container to be transierrea w«« 


paint container. 


15. (CANCELED) 


16. (CANCELED) 


17. (ORIGINAL) A holder as set 
made of a flexible material. 


forth in claim 14 wherein said sleeve is 


1 8. (CANCELED) 


19. (ORIGINAL) A holder as set 
general "U" shape. 


forth in claim 1 4 wherein said retainer has a 
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20. (ORIGINAL) A holder as set forth in claim 14 wherein said retainer is 
made of a spring material. 

21. (ORIGINAL) A holder as set forth in claim 1 4 wheiem said retainer has a 
first end and a second end to form a hollow interior. 

22. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A holder as set forth in claim 21 wherein 
said first end extends from said sleeve and said second end is movable relative to said first end. 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A holder comprising: 

a cylindrical sleeve having a wall extending longitudinally to form a hollow 
interior with at least one open end adapted to receive a thumb of a hand; and 

a removable retainer extending from said wall of said sleeve to revive ahandle of 

- r t» t ^r therebetween , said sleeve and retainer being made of a plastic material to form a 

monolithic structure that is unitary and one-piece, said retainer being adapted to be remr^ably 
attached to and detached from .fit handle of a the paint container, whereby the retainer is 
attached to the handle and the sleeve receives the thumb of the hand to allow a weight of the 
paini container to be transferred to a remainder of the hand supporting a bottom of die paint 


container. 
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